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v/CRHS   OF  CHRIST  I  -II  PETERSEN 

'1'ioneer  Uoman* -Designed  about  twenty  years  ago  for  the  College  Cemetery  -  depicts  the 
Alma  hater  or  hother  thinking  of  her  lost  ones.     The  pioneer  theme  uas  used  to  suggest 
the  rural  background  ox  the  State  of  Ioua  and  Ioua  State  University, 

t Cows'  -  forking  model  for  the  cous  at  the  fountain  at  the  Dairy  Industry  Building  - 
the  project  that  brought  Christian  Petersen  to  Ioua  State  in  193k » 

ipegasus*  -  The  Petersens  like  to  tell  the  story  of  a  little  boy,   about  four,  uho  came 
to  r±si%,     He  tried  to  pick  up  the  wing  on  the  base  "to  help  the  man  put  the  wings   on 
the  horse," 

'Princess  and  the  Peat     The  story  by  Hans   Christian  .jidersen  -  Ijts,   Petersen  suggests 
it  was  just  an  artistes  doodling. 

tFancyJ  -     The  kitty  was   given  the  name  cf  "Fanc3^,!  because  of  the  little  v  mark  on  it's 
right  ear, 

iTinkt     One  Christmas,  Christian  asked  his  daughter  Mary  what  she  would  like  for  a 
gift.     She  said  -  "a  picture  of  Tin!:"   -  and  so  on  Christmas  Eye  -  he  painted  this 
picture  for  her, 

I  Koss  Baby*   -  The  sen  of  one  of  Christian* s  students, 

'Carol*  The  daughter  of  a  family  from  Ilarshalltown, 

'L«2£ra»   and'Uallace'   -  Character  studies   of  Wo  negro  aquaintances   in  the  south. 

•Abraham  Lincoln*  -  This  piece  uas  entered  in  competition  with  the  works   of  I4.8  emminent 
sculptors  from  all  over  the  United  States  _  in  IhMwaukee  about  30  years  ago.     It  developed 
after  the  piece  uas  done,  that  they  uanted  a  standing  figure  of  Lincoln,  but  this  piece 
uas  given  honorable  mention.  Christian  Petersen's  loss  those  many  years   ago  -  turns   out 
to  be  our  gain  here  at  Gilbert.  Community  School  -  as  it  is  the  piece  to  be  purchased 
for  our  school,   and  eventually  ue  hope  to  have  it  cast  in  Bronze.      *  Abraham  Lincoln'   - 
a  uenderful  memorial  of  a  great  and  humble  man  -  living  in  cur  little  community. 

tllary  Petersen*   -  Engraving  of  the  Petersen's  daughter.     Christian  Petersen's  first 
specialty  was  in  the  art  cf  engraving  and  metal  stamping,     he  adopted  the  sculpture 
method   (using  bronze  replicas  developed  from  hand-modeled  wax  sriginals)  and  soon  be- 
came  one  of  the  best  commercial  medalists  in  the  United  States.     To  this  day,  many  of 
his  early  medals  and  medallions  are  considered  by  experts  to  be  the  finest  achievements 
cf  their  kind  ever  produced. 

'Charlotte'   -  iJrs,   Christian  Petersen  -  Ilodeled  one  day  uhile  on  a  picnic  about  30  years 
ago.     One  of  her  most  priced  possessions,     ITe  cannot  express  our  deep  appreciation  at 
her  uillingness  to  let  us  have  it  in  cur  display-,  because  "the  children  trill  enjoy  see- 
ing it." 

*Bas  Relief*   -  Tiro  Ames  children  cf  the  past.     The  making  of  a  relief  uill  be  explained 
by  Wr«  Cz  Ijts,  Torrey, 

Pictures   cf   'Christ'   and  I  Abraham  Lincoln*   -  tuo  recent  works   of  christian  Petersen  - 
cut  from  solid  stone. 


SCULPTURE    -    A  Record  of  Human  Experience 

Sculpture,  like  other  arts,  is   a  record  of  human  experience.     From  earliest  tines 
to  our  otm  clay,  sculpture  records  experiences  that  range  from  wars  and.  worship  to 
the  simplest  joys  of  seeing  and  touching  suspended  shapes  designed  to  move  in  the 
wind.      In  sculpture  there  is  everything  from  the  marble  gods  of  Phidias  to  the' 
mobiles  of  C alder.     Everywhere  and' always  man  has  found  the  need  for  sculpture, 
whether  it  be  in  his  work,  in  play,  or  in  prayer. 

Sculpture  also  records  our  will  to  honor     and  be  honored,  to  commenorate  the 
deeds  of  nations*  and  individuals. 

In  the  education  of  people   of  all  ages   sculpture  plays  a  vital  role.     As  a  record 
of  man *s  experience  in  all  lands  and  in  every  age,  it  provides  us  with  the  knowledge 
and  insight  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  our  world.    'As  the  language  of  gifted 
artists,   sculpture  speaks  to  us  with  an  order,  eloquence,   and  beauty  which  stir  cur 
own  efforts  toward  deeper  insight  and  richer  expression. 

In  any  real  program  of  education  the  appreciation  of  sculpture  goes  hand  in  hand 
with  one's  own  expression  through  scuplture,     1-fore  and  more  people  are  realizing  that 
all  arts  are  means  by  which  Tie  express  and  share  our  experiences  with  others j  that  in 
this  expression  and.  sharing  we  grow  steadily  richer  in  the  knowledge  of  ourselves, 

we  know  today  that  sculpture,  like  other  arts,  is  not  for  the  highly  talented  only. 
Sculpture  does  not  require  that  we  be  like  lachelangelo,  Rodin,  or  Alexander  Calder, 
Tie  need  only  be  ourselves.     Thousands   of  art  classes  throughout  the  country  prove  that 
young  and  old  find  tremendous  satisfaction  in  creating  their  own  three-demensional 
worlds  through  an  endless  variety  of  media,     A  lump  of  Clsy,    a  block  of  marble,   a  cake 
of  soap,   or  even  a  piece  of  wf&e  can  take  on  life  and  meaning  "by  an  effort  that  is  sin- 
cere and  an  expression  that  is  truly  personal.     The  difference  between  one  person  and 
another  may  not  be  great,  yet  it  represents  individuality  and  should  be  encouraged  to 
find  expression  and  growth. 

Sculpture  teaches  us  how,  in  the  course  of  his  adjustment  and  survival,  man  learned 
to  use  the  clay  in  the  earth  and  the  sticks  and  stones  of  his  environment  to  shape 
his  ideas  and  to  serve  his  needs.     Today,  where  education  is  at  its  best,  boys   and  girls 
and'  Lien  and  women  are  free  to  shape  their  own  ideas  and  to  serve  their  own  needs 
through  organising  an  infinite  variety  of  materials  into  the  tangible  form  we  call 
sculpture.     Sculpture  is  everybody's  pleasure,  just  as  surely  as  self -.expression  is 
everybody's  need. 

(from  Compt on's  Encyclopedia) 

lies.  Christian  Petersen  has  said  -  "  Every  child  deserves  the  right  to  be  exposed  to 
fine  art  and  literature," 

Me  are  most  grateful  to  Christian  and  Charlotte  Petersen  for  letting  us  have  the 
honor  o#  displaying  this  work  of  Hr,  Petersen*! , and  we  hope  sincerely  that  by  exposing 
boys  and  girls  and  men  and  women  to  a  little  of  his  great  art,  we  have  created  an 
even  deeper  interest  in  the  world  of  art  and  its  meaning  in  our  lives. 

Sincerely, 

The  Gilbert  Community  School 
Parents  -  Teachers  -itesociaticn 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Pelrus  relax  with  a  visitor  on  the  patio  of  their  beautiful 
new  home  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  The  unusual  house,  described  and  pictured 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  ivas  built  on  an  oriental  theme  and  features  such  Far 
Eastern  touches  as  sliding  rice  paper  wall  panels,  authentic  teakwood  furniture 
and  Chinese  ginkgo  trees  in  the  yard.  The  Petruses  also  know  the  value  of  natural 
gas  in  modern  living.  Gas  is  used  for  heating  and  cooking  and  to  fuel  two  yard 
lights  thai  decorate  the  front  lawn. 


CORRECTION 

In  the  article,  "The  Tempo  of  Art  in  the  Northern  Plains,"  which  appeared 
in  the  last  issue  of  Transmission,  we  inadvertently  described  the  featured 
artists  as  "not  established  professionals."  This  was  an  erroneous  description, 
since  these  artists  are  definitely  established  professionals.  Any  adverse 
reflection  on  their  professional  competence  was  wholly  unintentional  and 
is  sincerely  regretted. 


Published  quarterly  by  Northern  Natural  Gas  Company  for  all  persons  interested 
in  the  area  we  serve.  Address  all  correspondence  to  Jim  Craren,  Editor,  Northern 
Natural  Gas  Company,  Public  Relations  Department,  2223  Dodge  Street,  Omaha, 
Nebraska. 


Member  of 

Associated   Nebraska 

Industrial  Editors 

International  Council 
of  Industrial  Editors 


T^HE  hands  of  Christian  Petersen  are  the  tools  by 
■*-  which  he  fashions  his  dreams.  His  strong,  yet 
gentle,  time-worn  fingers  have  molded  and  carved  a 
heritage  on  the  campus  of  Iowa  State  University  that 
will  stand  for  ages  as  a  memorial  to  his  talent.  Examples 
of  his  artistic  labors  abound  on  the  campus  where  he 
has  spent  the  last  26  years  working  to  cultivate  and 
foster  a  cultural  environment. 

The  son  of  a  Danish  immigrant,  Petersen  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents  as  a  boy  of  nine  in  1894, 
and  spent  most  of  his  early  life  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  in  New  Jersey  and  parts  of  New  England. 
The  first  traces  of  future  greatness  came  to  light  at 
16,  when  young  Christian  went  to  work  in  a  New 
Jersey  jewelry  factory  and  learned  the  art  of  steel  en- 
graving and  die-cutting.  The  application  of  these 
arts  to  medal  stamping  became  his  early  specialty. 
He  adopted  the  sculpture  method  (using  bronze  replicas 
developed  from  hand-modeled  wax  originals)  and  soon 
became  one  of  the  best  commercial  medalists  in  the 
United  States.  To  this  day,  many  of  his  early  medals 
and  medallions  are  considered  by  experts  to  be  the 
finest  achievements  of  their  kind  ever  produced  any- 
where. 

While  applying  for  a  job  as  a  trophy-maker  in  Chicago 
during  the  Depression,  Petersen  found  himself  attracted 
to  his  prospective  employer's  secretary.    Not  only  did 


he  win  the  job,  but  he  also  won  the  girl,  and  she  soon 
became  his  wife. 

In  1934,  Petersen  negotiated  with  Iowa  State  officials 
to  complete  creation  of  a  sculptured  fountain  in  the 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Petersen's  skill   in   capturing   minute   detail   and   life-like   poses   is   evident 
in  his  stone  carvings  terra  cotta  reliefs  spread  throughou  tthe  Ames  campus. 
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courtyard  of  the  Dairy  Industry  building.  As  part  of 
the  job,  he  was  offered  a  full-time  position  teaching. 
Since  the  peaceful  serenity  and  friendliness  of  the  Iowa 
farm  country  seemed  a  refreshing  change  from  the 
crowded,  hectic  life  he  had  led  in  Chicago  and  other 
large  cities,  he  decided  to  take  the  offer. 

From  that  moment  on,  he  dedicated  himself  to 
nurturing  an  interest  and  appreciation  in  art.  Since 
his  retirement  as  an  active  teacher  in  1955,  Petersen 
has  had  ample  time  to  reflect  on  his  apparent  success 
at  this  endeavor.  Although  financial  fortune  has 
excaped  him,  as  is  the  case  with  many  genuine  artists, 
Petersen  says  he  feels  completely  gratified  in  his  work 
because  he  has  succeeded  in  developing  an  interest  in 
the  arts  that  was  somewhat  lacking  before  he  came. 
More  so  than  any  material  treasures,  his  greatest 
reward  has  come  in  the  profound  appreciation  expressed 
by  the  many  thousands  who  have  benefited  both 
directly  and  indirectly  from  his  teachings  and  artistic 
creations.    When  he  was  seriously  ill  last  fall,  calls  and 


notes  of  sympathy  poured  in  from  scores  of  former 
students  to  express  their  concern  and  cheer  him  on  to 
recovery. 

A  tall,  sensitive  man,  whose  bright,  sparkling  eyes 
and  youthful  spirit  belie  his  75  years,  Petersen,  although 
still  recuperating  from  his  illness,  is  already  at  work  on 
ideas  for  his  latest  project — a  heroic-sized  fountain  for 
the  Fisher  Civic  Center  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  Several 
of  his  works  also  are  prominent  in  assorted  Iowa  cities. 
His  two  largest  works  are  religious  figures  at  Dyersville 
and  Dubuque.  The  Dyersville  statue  is  a  terra  cotta 
creation  of  St.  Francis  of  Xavier,  standing  21  feet  high 
overall.  The  St.  Francis  figure  was  completed  in 
sections  and  then  assembled.  The  other  large  work  is 
a  heroic  depiction  of  St.  Bernard  at  the  Mount  St. 
Bernard  Seminary  in  Dubuque,  which  was  carved  out 
of  a  20-ton  piece  of  stone.  This  statue,  standing  nearly 
11  feet  high,  took  six  months  to  complete. 

Some  other  famous  Petersen  works  include:  a  series 
of  portrait  reliefs  of  various  presidents  of  Equitable 
Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Iowa;  a  bas-relief  portrait  of  a 
president  of  Bankers  Life  Co.  of  Iowa ;  numerous  busts 
of  various  governors  and  other  political  luminaries,  such 
as  the  father  of  former  Vice-President  Henry  Wallace ; 
opera  stars;  noted  clergymen  and  religious  figures;  and 


Petersen    molds    a    clay   study   to   use   as   a    guide   in   his    latest    project. 


Petersen's  daughter,  Mary,  who  is  now  a  nun,  posed  for  the  young  girl 
in  this  group,  called  "Madonna  of  the  Schools,"  when  she  was  a  child.  The 
statuary    graces    the    lawn    of    St.    Cecilia's    Parochial    School    in    Ames. 


This  greatly-magnified  relief 
of  Andrew  Jackson  astride  his 
horse  was  carved  by  Petersen 
on  the  head  of  a  teaspoon. 
Note  the  fine  detail  achieved 
in    such    a     tiny    area. 


a  bust  of  Knute  Rockne,  which  was  completed  only 
about  a  year  or  two  before  the  famous  football  coach's 
death. 

Petersen  applies  two  basic  methods  to  his  sculpturing 
techniques.  He  literally  carves  his  figures  out  of  stone 
or  marble  to  achieve  one  type  of  sculptural  art.  His 
terra  cotta  studies,  which  are  his  most  numerous,  are 
first  modeled  in  clay  and  then  baked  for  long  hours  in  a 
kiln  at  temperatures  up  to  2200  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
With  sculptural  designs  he  prefers  to  make  a  small 
clay  model  first  to  work  from.  With  portraits  he  has 
his  subject  pose  whenever  possible,  but  achieves  extra- 
ordinary results  when  working  in  a  traditional  manner 
from  photographs. 

Petersen  and  his  wife,  Charlotte,  live  in  a  modest 
frame  home  in  nearby  Gilbert,  Iowa.  Their  home  is  a 
virtual  museum  of  Petersen  art,  containing  some  of 
the  best  examples  of  his  amazing  talent  that  has 
accumulated  through  the  years.  Both  the  Petersens 
are  avid  readers,  and  their  personal  library  collection 
is  exceptional. 

Residents  of  the  Northern  Plains  can  feel  thankful 
that  men  such  as  Christian  Petersen  have  chosen  to 
live  and  work  in  their  midst,  for  their  influence  has 
done  a  great  deal  to  advance  an  appreciation  of  the 
arts  in  the  Midwest. 


Chris  and  Charlotte  Petersen  soak  up  some  sun  beside  the  Fountain  of  the 
Seasons  in  front  of  the  Union  building.  The  theme  is  taken  from  an  Osage 
Indian  song  of  harvest.    The  four  life-size  figures  are  made  of  limestone. 


These  medals  by  Petersen  represent  some  of  the  finest  work  of  its  kind. 
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GILBERT  SCULPTURE— The  works  of  Christian 
Petersen,  sculptor  in  residence  at  Iowa  State  Uni- 
versity, are  on  display  at  Gilbert  Community 
school.  A  reception  honoring  the  sculptor  will  be 
held  Sunday  at  the  school,  Mrs.  Robert  Williams, 
PTA  president,  is  pictured  here  with  a  plaster 
model  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  seated.  Plans  for  pur- 


chasing the  figure  for  the  school  are  in  progress, 
according  to  Mrs.  Williams.  The  reception  for 
Petersen  is  scheduled  for  3-5  p.m.  Sunday.  An- 
other Lincoln  sculptor  from  central  Iowa,  Fred 
Torrey,  Des  Moines,  will  be  at  the  reception. 
(Tribune  Photo) 
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GILBERT  SCULPTURE-The  works  of  Christian  chasing  the  figure  for  Ihe  school  are  in  progress, 

Petersen,  sculptor  in  residence  at  Iowa  State  Uni-  according  to  Mrs.  Williams.  The  reception  for 

versify,   are  on   display  at  Gilbert  Community  Petersen  is  scheduled  for  3-5  p.m.  Sunday.  An- 

school.  A  reception  honoring  the  sculptor  will  be  other  Lincoln  sculptor  from  central  Iowa,  Fred 

held  Sunday  at  the  school,  Mrs.  Robert  Williams,  Ton-ey,  Des  Moines,  will   be  at   the   reception. 

PTA  president,  is  pictured  here  with  a  plaster  (Tribune  Photo) 
model  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  seated.  Plans  for  pur- 

[Open  house  at  Gilbert 

|Honors  sculptor  Petersen 

Christian   Petersen,   ,',culptor 


will  be  honored  in  his  owr 
mity  Sunday,  March  26. 
|The  Gilbert  PTA  is  sponsoring  a 
■  reception  for  Petersen  from  3-5 
I  p.m.  Sunday. 


(figure  of  Lincoln,  a  model  which 
honorable  mention  in  Mil- 
tee  about  30  years  ago.  The 


■  sculptors  from  all  over  the  U.S. 


plans  for  a  fund  to  purcha: 
figure  of  Lincoln  for  the 
were  in  progress. 

The  figure  will  become  a 
anent  addition  to  the  new  school 

Dwight    Kirsch,    ISU    a 


s   several  life-size  busts,  an  en- 
raving,  paintings  and  plaques. 
Peteresn  loaned  the  display  for 

Marshalltown  Group 


group  for  Marshalltown.  The 
figure  is  too  tall  for  his  studio  in 
the  Veterinary  Medicine  building, 
so  he  is  working  in  an  open  area 
in  the  Botany  building. 


Torreys  modeling  and  casting 
a  relief,  "Madonna  and  child," 
will  be  shown  during  the  re- 

An    explanation    of    Petersen': 
l.woi'k  wiil    be  given  and  the  PTA| 
||  will  serve  at  the  recei 
tfrs.     Robert     Wiiliai 
||president,    said   today    the    exhibu| 

last  week  and  shown 
llduring  the  regular  PTA  meeting.] 
I  The  event  Sunday,  however, 
I  be  the  First  public  shouirr:  ol  ih-1 
||  exhibit,  she  said. 

To  Purchase  Figure 
During  the  PTA  meeting  Tues-| 
Iday,    Mrs.    Williams 
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Calumet  team 
to  church  here 

The  Calumet  basketball  team, 
on  their  way  home  from  the  State 
Boy's  Basketball  Tournament  in 
Des  Moines  paid  a  surprise  visit 
to  the  Collegiate  Methodist  Church 
here  Sunday  morning. 

The  team  attended  services  at 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Campus- 
town-  and  then  proceeded  home. 
The  team  was  escorted  into  Ames 
by  the  highway  patrol.  Ames  po- 
lice then  escorted  the  group  to 
church. 

M"nsci*>oi  Court 

Duane  Glen  Haack,  $5.50,  im- 
proper registartion;  Lila  Beth  Net- 
ten,  $5.50,  improper  registration; 
John  Paul  Smith,  $10,  improper 
passing;  Darrelene  Hobson,  $5.50, 
improper  passing;  David  T.  Lasko, 
$10,  speeding;  Joseph  Edward 
Barton,  $10,  speeding;  Dennis  T. 
James,  $10,  speeding;  Gerald 
Wayne  Carver,  $10,  speeding;  Earl 
Eugene  Hammen,  $10,  speeding; 
John  Clarence  Wohlrake,  $10, 
speeding;  Arthur  James  Goins, 
$10,  speeding;  Albert  Otis  Hicklin, 
$10,  speeding;  Robert  L.  Moody, 
$15,  intoxication;  Harry  Woodrow 
Hudspith,  $13,  speeding;  James 
Ralph  Freeman,  $10,  speeding; 
Andrew  Moscript  Scott,  $10,  speed- 
Jno-   Nathaniel  Oatts,  $15,  intoxi- 
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boy  born  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  Stull,  Gil- 
bert, Saturday  at  Mary  Greeley 
Hospital. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeWayne  Sunder- 
man,  617  Pammel  Court,  Sunday 
at  Mary  Greeley  Hospital. 

Mr.   and  Mrs.  Daryl   Hemken, 
Blairsburg,  Sunday  at  Story  City 
Hospital. 
girl  born  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Childs, 
109  S.  Russell  Ave.,  Sunday  at 
Mary   Greeley   Hospital. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodney  Henges- 
taeg,  Des  Moines,  Sunday  at 
Mary  Greeley  Hospital. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hopkins, 
Story  City,  Sunday  at  Mary 
Greeley  Hospital. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Blanchard, 
Nevada,  Sunday  at  Story  Coun- 
ty  Hospital. 

MARY  GREELEY  HOSPITAL 
Admitted 

Saturday— Mrs.  Kathleen  Swift, 
Ames;  Mrs.  Clara  Ellingson,  Mc- 
Callsburg. 

Sunday— Rose  Marie  Morck, 
Gilbert;  Joyce  Hemingson,  Ames; 
Fred  B.  McNatt,  Ames;  Mrs. 
Kathryn  Morith,  Ames;  Randolph 
Kallem,  Jewell;   William  Sandve, 
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